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not to obstruct the national will. It is therefore of extreme
importance that, whatever method is adopted to guarantee the
rights of minorities, it should not be such as to enable or encourage
them to refuse the performance of their duties to the State and
the nation.

Foreign Rule

So long as the Arab countries were under direct or indirect
European rule, the problem was a simple one. Whatever the
other defects of their policy in regard to minorities, both Great
Britain and France effectively prevented any serious discrimina-
tion against them. Iraq, Egypt, Syria, Lebanon and Trans-
jordan have now practically complete self-government. Only
Palestine is likely to remain under foreign or international control
for some time to come, but even in Palestine a national govern-
ment may be established sooner or later.

International Guarantees

Failing foreign rule, it is possible to provide foe a certain
supervision by a foreign Power or group of Powers by means of
some sort of formal guarantee. This may take the form of a
guarantee given to the minorities by a foreign Power, a group of
Powers or an international authority ; or else it may take the form
of an undertaking given to such an international authority fay the
governments of the countries in which the minorities five. This
was the method adopted after the First World War, in the minority
treaties signed fay the new States of Eastern Eumpe and the
declaration made by Iraq on the occasion of its entry into the
League of Nations.

Hie mere existence of such guarantees may have a oeatais
efficacy. They may impress upon the aasjorify the importance
of treating the minorities well, by maktag them realize thai their
actions in this matter are being watched by foreiga govenuaeate
md world opinion., But they may also humiliate the govern-
ments and nations which are obliged to give them, by ic

tbeir good intentioiis are not trusted, Thk was oee of tfee
grievances of the States which sigaed minority treaties after tbe
First World War ; they asfced why they had fc* sign such treaties
**iie other States with no better laootds w&& left narestricfeed.
Tims it wmld be best if any iateiualiQBa! gttarastes
universal, and implied no particular distrust of certain States,